Laptops for everyone!

3v Meg Sullivan

Crueen of Peace High School in
Jurbank is more than halfway to
ts goal of raising 3400,000 and
woviding wireless laptop comput-
g for every student by next
wchiool year,

The Tech 4 Learning Initiative -

would make Queen of Peace the
irst girls' high school in the
chicigo area t0 go completely
wireless,

The inttiative was launched in
Novemnber and has raised
B202,410, thanks in part to an
mnonyrnons alumn that pledged
bo contribute up to $100,000 by
matching the funds Queen of
Peace raised by Dec. 31 said the
whool"s developrent director
Cindy Emetty. Peace raised more
than 5100 00 in just four wesks,
meeting the ing grant chal-
lenge on Mov, 27. The 3100,000
gift is the largest single donation
in the school’s history

Kathleen Hanlon, chief admin-
istrator at Gueen of Peace, claims
the Tech 4 Learning Initintive
will help empmverﬂea:eamdenta
to learn in many different ways:

promoting global awareness and

N ]

Queen of Peace
aims to outfit

all girls with
wireless computers

“We want all of our students to
have 24T access to skill sets and
resources for future growth and
education,” Hanlon said. “It’s an
obligation that schools provide
those resources, it's an equity
issue,”

Hanlon noted the state of
Michigan recently passed legisla-
tion requiring all schools to pro-
vide students with laptops. In
order for students to Pemain com-
petitive, they need to be on o level
playing field, she added.

“Universities expect kids to
come in prepared and knowing
what's going on, we have to close
the digital divide,” she said. “With
secess to laptops anytime, kids
can learn at their own pace.
There's so much nutthmmhalp
them, and this is very powerful ™

Hanlon said providing the
lap-tﬂpa would be a huge step for

“We are delighted that az
women we're given this techno-
logical know-how," she said.

WL s e meenibad BRae e ow

wionderful oppostunity.”

Gueen of Peace features school-
wide internet access, nine wire-
less rooms, several computer
centers, and a video broadcast-
ing/ graphic design lab. Now that
the school has secured S200,000,
it can begin wireless installation.
Once the Tech 4 program is in
place, the school intends to open
a computer lab and institute o
“self-maintainer” program to
provide students with a coursa
option that teaches laptop repair.
The program will alsg teach =tu-
dents to manage the lab facility,
onder parts and repair technol-
o equipment.

Apcording to Hanlon and
Emetty, donations hive come from
parents, faculty, staff, alummna and
school board membsers.

“We have hean making pee-
gonal calls to everyone and ap-
plying through foundations”
Hanlon said. “The Peace Parent
Agsociation 18 hosting a raffls
through Dec. 15 and that is very
good. Students are selling tick-
ets. We are trying every constitu-
ent to build more support.

“Now we are trying to get
external corporate support,” she
continued. *We are looking intg
grants and focusing on technaol:
ogy for women might help us

arlmames #hena
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