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To Do List:

2006-2007 Queen of Peace Annual Report 

Fall 2007 Voices Newsletter

Accelerate tech plan by three years:     
Become leader in 1:1 wireless learning

Motivate young women to pursue engineering: 
Become Illinois’ first all-female high school to launch   
The Infinity Project 

Provide real-world opportunity through 
expansive academic curriculum:
student-run technology repair lab, A.P. program 

Raise more monies than any 
other year in Peace history...

Remain steadfast in our commitment to the 
Dominican values and Peace mission         

CHECK!
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On her sapphire anniversary,

45 Years Educating

On Nov. 4, former and current Peace 
faculty, administration, staff , students 
and friends gathered together at Queen 
of Peace High School for a liturgy and 
reception to celebrate Founder’s Day 
and the school’s 45th Anniversary. The 
prayerful celebration at which Bishop 
John Gorman, who has celebrated the 
school’s anniversary milestones, presided, 
was enhanced by the music of the Peace 
Chamber Singers and faculty. During 
his homily, Bishop Gorman recalled the 
school’s founding, its past success, present 
strengths and the hopes for its future.
   Following the Mass, guests toured the 
newly wireless Peace campus, enjoying a 
reception where old friends reminisced, 
new connections sprouted, and laughter 
swelled the hallways of a place everyone 
has learned to call home. Part of the day’s 
events included a special Inspired by the 
Values awards ceremony.
   During the ceremony, fi ve members of 
the Peace Community were honored for 
their commitment to Queen of Peace and 
dedication to the Dominican Sinsinawa 
values which are at the core of the school’s 
mission. Mary Roche, mother of seven 
Peace alumnae, earned the Partnership 
Award. Because of her work on the 
auxiliary at Little Company of Mary 
Hospital and volunteer-ism at St. Linus, 
Mary goes above and beyond in her 
actions to promote the importance of 
partnership in any success.
  “I feel so overwhelmed. I am embarrassed 
and truly honored. Peace has been so 
good to my family. The teachers are so 
encouraging. They provided my family 
with so many opportunities that my 
support of Peace is the very least I could do. 
At Peace, it’s what you know, not who you 

know. I thank you for this great honor.”
  Carolyn Viverito, wife of State Senator 
Lou Viverito, earned the Community 
Award for her roles with Moraine Valley 
Community College, The Garden Center, 
and the Crisis Center for South Suburbia. 
Carolyn is the History Chairman for the 
Palos Heights Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and worked 
as Secretary-Treasurer for the Burbank 
Park District. 
  “I am honored. Usually it’s Lou with 
all the titles and awards. I am proud of 
my community, our town, our parks, 
everything.” Carolyn and Lou’s two 
daughters graduated from Peace, and 
their son, from St. Laurence High School.
  The Justice and Compassion Award 
went to Dr. Michelle Kassen, a 1988 

Peace alumna who traveled to 
India in 2004 to do protocols for 
an AIDS program. Michelle has 
worked with Operation Outreach, 
which brings medical care to third 

world countries. As a current faculty 
member at Westlake Hospital, she 

researches the impact of HIV and 
AIDS on women in rural areas. With 

Michelle’s spirit of leadership and 
service to the community and global 

society, it is without a doubt a blessing 
to welcome her as the newest member 
of the QoP Board of Directors.
  The Truth Award went to Susan Putzler 
Brauer, a 1966 alumna who uses her 
own life experiences to show abused 
women and young women from all 
walks of life the educational and 
economic opportunities available to 

(Top to bottom)
Roche, Viverito, Kassen & Brauer Families

A 1994 publication by the Dominican Sinsinawa Congregation entitled The Journey highlighted five values that those who 

worked in and for the congregation’s sponsored schools at all levels had identified as central to the mission and philosophy of 

each institution. Those values are: Truth, Justice and Compassion, Community and Partnership. Each year we focus on a different 

value. This is the year of Truth. So in our drive to make our mission alive and real, we give focused attention to the call for all of us 

to seek Truth through study, prayer and reflection throughout all activities and events this year.
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45

in the Dominican Sinsinawa Tradition

them. She was the fi rst college graduate 
in her family. As a mother, scholar, author, 
and electrical engineer who went back to 
school at age 35, she serves as a model 
for all women, advocating tirelessly for 
women’s equality and providing a beacon 
of hope for women to break down the 
barriers that demean. Currently, Susan 
is spearheading the creation of an Alum 
Engineer Association and implementation 
of The Infi nity Project to help raise 
both monies for and awareness of the 
opportunities available to Peace students 

she shone as brightly as ever!

in the fi eld of engineering. 
  Finally, the 2007 Heart of the School 
honor went to media and theater instructor 
Anna Reynes.
  Like the variety of blue, yellow and orange 
sapphires exchanged between so many 
couples on their 45th anniversaries 
throughout the ages, Peace boasts her
own glowing collection of varied gems 
– members who are as diverse in the 
their work, styles, and life paths as any 
group could be, and because of this, 

forms a vibrant community bound by a 
common, unwavering spirit known as 
Peace Pride. On this day of celebration, 
the Peace Community excitedly looked 
ahead to another fruitful 45 years of truth, 
justice and compassion, partnership and 
community.  

Bishop Gorman 
presided over Peace’s 
Founder’s Day and 45th 
Anniversary liturgy. Peace Chamber Singers 
and faculty members enhanced the Mass with their vocal 
talents. Current students and alumnae were on hand to play a large 
part in the celebratory liturgy. Guests enjoyed a reception after the service 
and awards ceremony.
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On Oct.1, Peace students enjoyed a visit 
from WGN News reporter Lourdes Duarte, 
her fi eld producer and a WGN cameraman. 
A buzz of excitement fi lled Peace hallways 
as the WGN crew captured footage of 
Peace students carrying their laptops from 
class to class, integrating them into their 
classroom learning, and repairing them in a 
self maintainer course. Because Peace is the 
only high school in the area to initiate a 1:1 
wireless laptop program for all four grade 
levels in its fi rst year, WGN 
chose to feature Peace in 
its own nine o’clock news 
piece this November. 
  Their fi rst stop during 
the two-and-a-half-hour
visit: Peace’s Digital 
Engineering class. Once there, Duarte set 
up microphones and observed students 
measuring sound frequency using 
special laptop software.          

  When she asked senior Nicole Fosco 
what she thought of the laptop program, 
Fosco replied: “It’s pretty cool. I was a bit 
skeptical at fi rst, but it’s been an effi  cient 
organizational and note-taking tool. I 
pay attention more in class, can email 
my teachers with any questions, and feel 
overall more prepared for college life.”
  Duarte also sat down with Peace physics 
and Infi nity teacher Karen Amador, who 
said laptops have helped make her a better 
teacher. “I love laptops in the classroom. I 

can post worksheets 
and problems, not 
have to waste paper, 
and not have to wait 
in line for computer 
lab time.” 
  When asked about 

the issue of students being distracted 
by their laptops during class, Amador 
responded that she and her fellow teachers 

must be expert classroom managers 
– constantly monitoring students, learning 
how to conduct a dynamic learning 
environment, and using this new learning 
tool in ways that keep kids engaged. 
“I’m still teaching. There is still human 
interaction. If anything, the classroom is 
more interactive as kids collaborate and 
problem solve more effi  ciently than ever.     
  During their tour of the wireless campus, 
the WGN crew talked with many Peace 
students. They discovered that students 
used their laptops during homeroom 
to work on history papers. Students 
read English assignments on CD Rom, 
electronically highlighting and posting 
notes into novels like the Scarlet Letter. 
 The crew popped into Jose Gamboa’s 
A+ certifi cation class, where students 
learn how to build and repair desktops as 
well as laptops. They also visited Peace’s 
Technology Repair Center, a resource for 
students who have laptop maintenance 
questions. The WGN News visit concluded 
with an interview with Peace President/
Principal Kathleen Hanlon.
(Continued on next page)   

“Peace is at the forefront of 
schools who take seriously 

the integration 
of technology.”

The WGN News team captures footage of Peace students in their Digital 
Engineering class. Students are learning to measure sound frequencies 
using software installed on their laptops. Students include: (left) Martyna 
Plonka and Lenka Durisinova. While wireless Peace classrooms thrive, 
the wires you see here are essential elements of the Infinity 
tech kits.

WGN reporter Lourdes Duarte sets up a microphone on Peace 
senior Lenka Durisinova during the news crew’s visit to Peace on 
Oct. 1. WGN aired a news piece on Peace’s 1:1 laptop program on 
November 27.
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  “Our laptop program has changed the 
model of learning. With unlimited access 
to information and a diff erentiated 
curriculum, we cater to all students’ 
learning needs, create an energized 
learning environment, and show students 
how to think critically and work in groups 
using 21st-century learning tools,” Hanlon 
stated. 
  When asked if some were apprehensive 
about moving to a 1:1 laptop program, 
Hanlon responded: “Like the widescreen 
televisions or DVD players families have 
at home, laptops in the classroom are the 
latest in 
educational 
technology.  
One-to-
one laptop 
learning is 
not a fad. 
It’s needed 
and here to 
stay. We are 
teaching 
our young 
women 
how to use 
technology 
ethically 
and 
effi  ciently. 
We are 
showing 
them that 
women can 
and should 
be engaged 
in the 
expanding 
fi eld of 
technology.”
  The WGN 
crew left Peace with a clear sense of where 
Peace stands and where Peace is heading. 
“Peace really is at the forefront of high 
schools who take seriously the integration 
of technology, math, science and the arts 
in order to provide the best educational 
experience for its students,” producer Al 
Romero said.

 

Tech Integrationist?
Barbara Smith is Peace’s newest assistant 
principal, director of technology 
integration, and a 1967 alumna. Former 
academic technology coordinator at 
Guerin Preparatory High School in River 
Grove, Smith assumes the role of director 
of technology integration at Peace. 
  As director, Barbara oversees and 
instructs teachers about how to integrate 
technology into their classrooms and the 
overall curriculum. “My love is 
teaching – both teachers and students,” 

Smith stated. 
Barbara’s first 
order of 
business 
when she 
arrived in 
July: plan 
the laptop 
orientation 
sessions. 
  Smith 
boasts over 
13 years 
experience 
in training 
teachers to 
incorporate 
technology 

into curricu-
lum for the 
Chicago, 
Joliet and 
Gary 
dioceses. 
“Barbara 
Smith joins 
us with the 
skills and 

technology experience that ensures a 
successful technology integration 
program for our students and parents. 
Our community is tremendously enriched 
by the breadth of her knowledge and 
experience,” Hanlon stated.

What Do They Do in Class?

Queen of Peace’s director of technology integration Barbara 
Smith shows WGN News reporter Lourdes Duarte the many 
programs Peace students and parents have access to because 
of the laptop program. During her visit, Duarte explored 
resources available: the software tutor Atomic Learning, 
EdLine, and VitalSources, a research tool.

For chemistry, world history and geometry 
classes, textbooks are on CD’s and several 
in-class activities are online.

Business, accounting, all science labs, adv. 
algebra and probability-stats classes use 
Excel applications.

Geometer’s Sketchpad is used in 
geometry classes and will be incorporated 
into algebra, advanced algebra, 
pre-calculus and calculus.

English classes currently are writing and 
researching using Turnitin and 
VitalSources, and frosh students are 
working on a mythology library project 
using both print and electronic sources.

Christian Living classes are finding unique 
ways to use PowerPoint and Movie Maker 
applications to present prayers.

Resources at a Glance:
Turnitin - Writing and plagiarism site
Edline - Parent, student, teacher 
                communication resource
United Streaming - Educational online        
                        videos
Atomic Learning - Software tutor
VitalSources - Thousands of research 
             materials loaded onto the  
             laptops
Adobe Products: Photoshop elements 5.0, 
Reader, Premiere and Contribute
Microsoft Office 2007
Queen of Peace email accounts

in the Dominican Sinsinawa Tradition
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Help the Help the 

famililies of famililies of 

st. James parishst. James parish

Open Your Eyes Open Your Eyes 

to the Wolrdto the Wolrd

Beginning Saturday, April 26 and 
running through Sunday, Peace will 
partner with Ten Thousand Villages 

to host a Fair Trade 
Market. The Peace gym and 

cafe will be lined with high-quality, 
hand-made products for sale. Come 
purchase international handcrafts 
to support fair wages for  artisans.                                                                                           

Sat., April 26 10am-4pm

Sun., April 27 10am- 3pm   

                                                                               

If you have questions:

Call 708.458.7600, ext. 277 or email 
owensk@queenofpeacehs.org.
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For the 33rd consecutive year, the Peace 
Community will “adopt”  families from the 
parish. Please help us in our continued 
efforts to live the mission of Queen of 
Peace and provide a joyful Christmas to 
these families.  Let us put our faith into 
action.
 
Do You Have...Do You Have...

•Non-perishable foods
•New or nearly-new clothing 
  (children & adult sizes)
•New or nearly-new toys,                            
  (stuffed animals)

If you have items to donate, please drop 
them off in the Queen of Peace Main 
Office. 

Planning has begun...get involved!

Join the event committee.
Donate an auction item.

Buy an ad in the program.
Sponsor a table.
Plan to attend.

Do you own your own 
business or do you know 

someone who would consider 
donating merchandise or their 

services to our auction?
Contact Cindy Kmetty at 

708.458.7600, ext. 250 or email 
kmettyc@queenofpeacehs.org.

April 11, 2008April 11, 2008
 

Sponsored by the 
Queen of Peace Board of Directors

5th Annual5th Annual
Buona SeraBuona Sera


